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Among the Prabhu Commanders and Councillors, the prin-
cipal names are Murar Baji, Baji Prabhu, and Balaji Avji.
Murar Baji was in charge of Purandar fort, and defended
it against the attacks of Dilerkhan with great heroism, and at the
cost of his life.
Baji Prabhu, from being an enemy, was converted into a
devoted follower. When Shivaji escaped from Panhala and went
to Rangana, he posted himself with a thousand men in a narrow
defile, where he contested every inch of ground with the Bijapur
general, in command of overwhelming forces, till he heard the
gun announcing Shivaji's safe arrival at Rangana, when at last he
gave up breath, exhausted from the effects of the wounds he had
received. This exploit and sacrifice have been compared by some
with the heroic defence of the Pass at Thermopyalae, so well
known to the readers of Greek history.
Balaji Avji was descended from a noble family in the HabshFs
service, and like Balaji Vishvanath later on, was forced to leave
his native village to save his life. He attracted Shivaji's notice in
1648 by his cleverness, and continued to be the chief secretary
throughout Shivaji's life. His son and grandson also played an
important part in the two succeeding reigns, and one of his descen-
dants wrote the great chronicle, known as the Chitnis's Bakhar.
Among the Mavli Commanders, Yesaji Kank was the chief
of the Mavli infantry, and did important service in the earlier
conquests. He and Tanaji continued to be Shivaji's chief associates
all through their life. They were both with him when Afzulkhan
was killed, as also when Shahistekhan was assaulted in his own
palace, and they both accompanied Shivaji to Delhi.
Tanaji Malusare and his brother Suryaji are names immorta-
lised by native bards for the courage they showed in escalading
Sinhagad, where Tanaji met his death, and Suryaji took his
revenge upon the garrison,
Baji Fasalkar Beshmukh met his death in a combat with the
Savants in the Konkan wars. Firangoji Narasale was the comman-
der of the Chakan fort, and made it over to Shivaji in 1648. He was
one of those who, though once an enemy, became a trusted friend,
and when the Moghul reconquered Chakan, and tempted him by
an offer of service, he refused the temptation and joined Shivaji's
army.
Sambhaji Kawji with Raghunathpant took part in the attack
on Javii when Chandraro More was killed. While Yesaji Kanak was
the commander of the Mavli infantry, Netaji Pialkar was the
commander of the cavalry. He was the most dashing officer in the
army, and extended Shivaji's plundering expeditions to the east